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How to convert EPUB files to PDF
in Blog, Document Security, DRM, PDF Security

Why epubs are not secure & how to convert epub to PDF
How epub, mobi, and AZW DRM protected files can be easily converted to PDF and why ebook publishers should convert to the PDF format for the best protection against piracy.


With the proliferation of e-readers and mobile devices, many e-book publishing tools have shifted their focus towards the creation of books in the epub, mobi or AZW format.  This is fine if your focus is responsive display options, but it’s problematic if you want security and consistency.  Thankfully, there’s a format that can deliver just that – the humble PDF.  We’ll show you how to convert epub to PDF (the same applies to mobi and AZW files which are just different Kindle file formats) and secure your ebooks against piracy and unauthorized sharing.
  



   The problem with epub security






Epub files are essentially an archived website.  Webpage files (XHTML or HTML, XML, and CSS) tell e-book readers how text should be formatted, in what order, and what metadata should be associated with it.  Like a webpage, the epub format doesn’t have any built-in security.  If you share the files with somebody, they can modify and share them to their heart’s content.  If you intend your e-book or electronic publication to be in the public domain, this likely isn’t a problem, but those looking to sell an ebook will find it’s an open door to piracy.
Digital rights management (DRM) tools were made to address these issues.  Popular epub DRM solutions include Adobe’s ADEPT (Kindle DRM), Lektz DRM (used in Google Play Books), Snappify, Kobo, and others.  So, problem solved? Not quite.  These ebook DRM restrictions can be removed in seconds with tools such as Calibre and Epubor.  Converting to a PDF is the only real option for e-book security – no other document format has effective DRM.
  



   How to convert epub to PDF






There are two primary options to convert epub to PDF:
	a dedicated epub to PDF converter app.
	direct export from an e-book creation program.

If you have the original e-book creation file, the latter is likely the better option, but conversion tools can still do a pretty good job.
  



   How to use an epub to PDF converter
Your primary choice regarding epub to PDF converters is using an online app or a desktop tool.  We strongly encourage you to choose the latter.  In our opinion, uploading your unprotected epub file to a random conversion website isn’t a great idea.  You don’t know whether they will store it safely or delete it once they’re done.







We’ll focus on desktop conversion options in this guide as a result.
  



   Convert PDF to epub in Calibre
Calibre is an excellent free and open-source e-book library management and viewer program that allows you to convert eBooks to dozens of formats.  We’re yet to find free software that is as capable and customizable.  Here is the complete Calibre PDF to epub conversion process:
	Install Calibre from the official website.






	Drag and drop your epub into the library pane (or press “Add books”).






	With the book selected, press “Convert books” in the top bar.






	Change the output format in the top-left corner to “PDF” and press “OK”.






	Wait for the job to complete, then right-click the book title and press “Open book folder”.  You’ll find your converted PDF there.







If the PDF does not turn out how you expect, adjust the options in the Convert window, as outlined below.
Calibre convert epub to PDF settings






Most PDF files won’t need their settings changed at all to get a good result.  However, if the output is poor, you may want to take a look at these Calibre conversion settings:
	Look and feel > Font size key:  If your text is too large or small, press the wand next to this and set a suitable base font size and font key or press “use default values” and give those a try.
	Look and feel > Text > text justification:  If you text is spaced or aligned strangely, try changing this option from “Original” to “Left align”.
	Heuristic programming:  This option lets your software automatically search for repeated punctuation, paragraph spacing, header tag, etc. errors.  You should enable it only if you see various problems of this nature in your output, as it has the potential to incorrectly find “errors” and “fix” them.
	Search and replace:  This is a great tool for fixing repeated errors that heuristic processing might not catch.
	PDF output:  This lets you adjust important options for your PDF such as the size of the paper, whether to add page numbers, the fonts used, and the margins.

These are just the options that are most likely to be useful to you.  For a full list, you can see the Calibre documentation.
  



   How to save epub as PDF in e-book creation software
Authors have many options for epub creation – enough that we cannot cover them all here.  Instead, we’ll focus on a few of the most popular: Adobe InDesign, Scrivener, and Google Docs.
InDesign
If you used the industry standard InDesign to create your ebook, saving your epub to PDF is easy.
	Open your InDesign document and press File > Export.






	Choose “PDF (Interactive)” as the file format and press “Save”.






	Choose your PDF export options and press “Export”.







Google Docs
Docs allows you to export directly to epub.  This is handy because many authors already write in it.  Here’s how to save an epub as PDF with Google Docs:
	Open your Doc or upload a compatible format to your Drive (.docx, rtf, etc.) and open that.






	Press File > Download > PDF document.






	Choose where to save your PDF and press “Save”.







Scrivener
Exporting to file formats in Scrivener works a little differently from other software.  While you can do the usual File > Export > PDF, this will create separate PDFs for each scene.  It is therefore best if you compiled it as outlined below:
	Open your scrivener project and press “File > Compile” or Ctrl + Shift + E.






	Select “PDF” in the “Compile For:” dropdown.






	Customize your formatting and press “Compile”.  The PDF will be output to your selected folder.







  



   How to remove DRM from epub
If the only epub file you have to hand is the DRM protected one provided to customers, you are not in as much trouble as you might think.  Epub DRM removal is simple – all you need to do is install the Calibre DeDRM plugin and convert it there or press a button in Epubor Ultimate.
We’ll quickly show you how to add and use the free Calibre plugin:
	Download the latest DeDRM tools zip from this GitHub page and extract the files.
	Open Calibre and press “Preferences” in the top bar, then “Plugins”.






	Choose “Load plugin from file”, select the “DeDRM_plugin” zip file, and press “Open”.  Restart Calibre.






	Use Calibre to remove the DRM from epub by following the instructions above.  The DRM will automatically be removed during the conversion process.

  



   How to secure your ebook with PDF DRM






Now that you have converted your epub to PDF, you can protect it with PDF DRM.  Several solutions, including Adobe’s ADEPT, are on the market, but most have the same problem as epub DRM systems – they are easy to bypass or remove.  Your best choice is Locklizard Safeguard, which provides industry-leading protection against sharing and misuse.
Safeguard PDF DRM enables you to:
	Prevent copying, editing, and saving
	Disable or control printing
	Set an expiry date for your ebooks
	Create dynamic watermarks that include the user’s name and company (to prevent redistribution via printouts and photos)
	Revoke ebooks or users manually at any time
	Lock ebooks to devices and locations
	Track who is opening and printing your ebooks, when, and from where

To achieve this, we use a combination of encryption, secure and transparent licensing, DRM restrictions and a secure viewer application that enforces controls.
  



   Protecting an epub that has been converted to PDF
After installing the Locklizard Writer app, you can follow the steps below to protect your PDF ebook:
	Right-click on the PDF and choose “Make secure PDF”.






	Move through the tabs and select the copy protection controls you want to apply.  By default, editing, copying, printing and screenshots are disabled.






	Press the Publish button to protect the PDF.






	Select the users you want to give access to your encrypted PDF files using the cloud-based Admin System.  See how to add a new user and grant them access.







With that done, only the users you have authorized in your admin panel will be able to open the ebook.  They won’t be able to share access with others, including through screenshotting, printing, or copying and pasting once the ebook is open.
  



  Closing words – Epub and PDF security






The reflowability of epubs is important for some use cases, but significant failings in its security (the fact that DRM removal is so easy) can severely degrade the profits of authors and publishers.  Converting an epub to PDF and protecting it with Locklizard Safeguard DRM delivers strong piracy protection while opening new revenue options such as subscription services.
Take a 15-day free trial of our DRM software to keep your ebooks and profits secure.
  



   FAQs





How do you resize a PDF file?
You can usually resize a PDF file by changing the size of the paper when you export or convert it.  You can also use this online PDF2Go tool or Adobe Acrobat’s preflight Print Production tool.  However, be careful about uploading sensitive files to internet tools.
How do I convert an epub to PDF on my phone?
All of the epub conversion apps for mobile devices just upload your epub to a website for conversion, which, as mentioned previously, we do not recommend.  Instead, we recommend you start Calibre Content server (Share > Start content server) on your PC.  You will then be able to download, manage and convert books by visiting the specified URL in your phone’s web browser.
Can I convert multiple epub files to PDF simultaneously?
Yes.  Shift-click to select multiple epubs in your Calibre library and then press “Convert Books” to queue all of them for PDF conversion at once.
How do I optimize my converted PDF?
If your PDF file size is too high after conversion, you can optimize it during the Locklizard protection process, as outlined in how to optimize & secure PDF files.
How long does it take to convert an epub file to PDF?
Usually between ten seconds and a minute, but this of course depends on how complex the epub file is and the power of your PC’s hardware.  The same applies to mobi and AZW files.
Can users use Locklizard PDFs on a Kindle?
The Locklizard Viewer works on Windows, Mac, Android, and iOS.
Kindle uses a modified version of Android OS and depending on the version we may support it – see Does the Android Viewer work on Kindle.
Why shouldn’t I use free epub converters online?
We don’t recommend using free online epub converters because you do not have visibility over the server that is storing and converting your uploaded files.  If that server has poor security or is intentionally malicious, then your unprotected PDF and epub files could leak or have malicious code added to them.
Can I convert Adobe Digital Editions to PDF?
Yes.  If an ebook has been protected by Adobe Digital Editions, you can still use the DeDRM Calibre plugin to strip its protection and convert it.
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