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PDF Rights Management Software





PDF DRM: Digital Rights Management for PDF Files & Documents


Protect IP


Protect PDF documents no matter where they reside:
	Stop unauthorized access
	Stop sharing and distribution
	Strong US Gov strength encryption, DRM and licensing controls



Restrict Use






Control how PDF documents are used:
	Stop editing, copying and screen grabs
	Stop printing or control the number of prints
	Lock PDF files to devices and locations



Set Expiry






Set PDF documents to automatically expire:
	on a fixed date
	after a number of days use
	after a number of views and/or prints



Revoke Access






Revoke access regardless of where documents are located:
	revoke a document for all users instantly
	revoke individual user access to single, multiple, or all documents
	revoke access automatically after a number of views and/or prints



Watermark






Add dynamic watermarks to viewed and or printed pages.  Dynamic variables (date/time, user name, company name, email address) are replaced with actual user and system data when the protected PDF document is displayed and/or printed.
You only have to protect a document once in order to customize it for multiple users.


Log Use






See how documents are being used by tracking PDF use:
	track and log document views
	track and log document prints
	see what devices & operating systems users are using



Comply Law






Comply with legislation by controlling access and use:
	Ensure only authorized parties can view confidential documents
	Enforce document retention policies with automatic expiry
	Log use for proof of when documents are viewed and printed



Benefits






Protect IPR, reduce costs, ensure compliance, gain new revenue:
	Protect revenue and increase ROI – reduce losses and costs
	Take control over your IPR, prevent document leakage & theft
	No cost per document or user – one fixed price for unlimited use





  Free Trial & Demo



Notice: JavaScript is required for this content.


   

“Fantastic product… outstanding support.”







“We would recommend Locklizard to others”







“The clear leader for PDF DRM protection”







“Our ebook sales have gone through the roof”







“Simple & secure – protects IPR from theft”








Trusted by:










	  



	Adding DRM to PDFs with Safeguard PDF DRM Protection








How to add DRM to a PDF file or document
Adding DRM to PDF documents with Safeguard is more secure than Adobe password security and simple.
	Right-click on a PDF in Windows File Explorer and select “Make secure PDF”.






	Protect the document from unauthorized use by selecting the relevant DRM controls.  We recommend that you add a watermark to identify users.  Safeguard creates permanent dynamic watermarks that cannot be removed using PDF editing software.






	Locklizard will automatically prevent users from copying text and images, but you may want to also protect from screen capture.  Without screen capture protection, a user can screengrab your document and import it into an optical character recognition tool to make the text editable.  To prevent this, in the “Environment Controls” tab, tick “Disallow screen capture” and optionally “Add screen mask” which covers the viewer window with an image if focus is moved away from it.






	Press the “Publish” button at the bottom of the window.







Your DRM protected file will output to its source folder in the .pdc format and you can safely share it knowing that nobody can access it without a valid license.
	Add a user account and send them their license via the Safeguard admin portal.







You’ll need to send your recipients the DRM protected file, alongside a download link for the secure reader application and a valid license.  The simplest way of doing so is by ticking “Email license” when you add a new user.  See how to add a new user and grant them document access.






PDF DRM Protection Features

Locklizard’s DRM for PDF files ensures your documents are protected regardless of their location.  Choose from a wide range of granular DRM restrictions to tightly administer document access and control use.


	  




Stop copying, editing, saving
No complicated policy controls - disables functions used to modify or share content


  




Expiry & self-destruct
Automatically expire PDF access after a number of views, prints, days or on a fixed date


	  




Stop or control printing
Stop printing or limit prints, enforce print quality and stop printing to PDF & other file formats


  




Dynamic Watermarks
Watermarks identify the user and deter content redistribution of photos and printouts


	  




Stop Screenshots
Stop printscreen and third party screen grabbers (even remote ones) from taking screenshots


  




Revoke Documents & Users
Terminate access instantly even after documents have been distributed


	  




Device Locking
Automatically stops sharing by locking documents to authorized user's devices


  




API Integration
Automate PDF protection & delivery - batch protect & integrate with ecommerce & other systems


	  




Location Locking
Control BYOD & where documents are used by locking use to specific locations (e.g. office only)


  




Simple & Flexible Hosting
Host on premise or use our ready-to-go AWS hosted systems - one price for unlimited use


	  




Track Document Use
See who viewed and printed what documents, when, and from where


  




Total Security
No insecure plugins, passwords, JavaScript, or uploading unprotected files to the web
















  



   DID YOU KNOW?
Not all PDF DRM software is secure
	Systems that use passwords are not secure – users can share passwords and/or easily remove them with password ‘recovery’ software
	Adobe PDF permissions (stop copy, print etc.) can be removed without using any tools
	Systems using plugins can be bypassed or stop working when updates occur
	Systems that use JavaScript can put end users’ systems at risk of attack





“Truth be told, the single most compelling advantage of Locklizard to us is the mind-blowing nimbleness of your PDF DRM solution with virtual students.
We can cut accounts for a user five minutes before his class starts and voilà, he is ready to go.  Happy smiling customer, while we still have security and personalized watermarking.
That is a big win over here at Qlik and has been very well received.”
  














  



   What is PDF DRM or PDF Digital Rights Management?






  



   PDF DRM Protection
PDF DRM protection is the process of applying DRM restrictions to PDF files to limit access and control how authorized users can a document.  For example whether they can edit, copy and paste, or print content.
PDF DRM systems use encryption, a licensing server, DRM restrictions, and other security functionality for access control and enforcing use.





Safeguard’s DRM restrictions & controls
Safeguard provides multiple DRM controls to prevent copying and sharing:
	Prevent printing or limit the number of prints.
	Add dynamic watermarks to viewed and or printed pages.  Dynamic variables replace actual user and system data when the document is viewed/printed so you only have to protect the document once for all users.
	Add expiry – make the PDF expire on a specific date, after a number of views, after a number of prints, or after a number of days from opening.
	Stop screen grabbing applications and prevent use of Windows print screen.
	Track document views and prints.
	Limit use to country and IP locations (e.g. use only at work).

Safeguard’s default PDF DRM protection
	Prevents users editing, copying and pasting content
	Locks PDF files to authorized devices so they cannot be shared
	There are no passwords for users to enter, manage, or remove
	Revoke PDF documents at any time regardless of location

















  



   PDF rights management & DRM restrictions





  



   Adobe & Digital Rights Management controls
Though there is no effective evidence to suggest it is true, Adobe is often quoted as the inventor of DRM for PDF files or digital rights management for documents.







What its password-based permissions do have, however, is popularity.  The general adoption of the PDF format across multiple platforms has led to Adobe controls being widely accepted as the default situation.  Adobe permissions enable you to control or restrict the following:
	printing
	changing the document
	document assembly
	content copying or extraction
	content extraction for accessibility
	commenting
	filling of form fields
	signing
	creation of template pages

And one must not forget the control of watermarking, either on-screen or on printed output, or both.
However password based permissions are not the same as those applied through a PDF DRM system.  They are easy to bypass or remove.  The same is true for watermarks which can be deleted in any PDF editor app.
So, a great many of what we consider to be DRM controls or restrictions may be seen as PDF digital rights management simply because they’re what Adobe decided to provide when it developed its portable document format.  However these were poorly implemented by Adobe and turned out to be useless.
  



   PDF DRM restrictions and core controls
PDF DRM software should contain the following restrictions or controls for it to be effective at controlling document access and use.






Preventing Print, Edit, Copy & Save
The core document security functions in PDF digital rights management are preventing printing, copying and pasting, editing and save.  This is because without these restrictions users can easily share unprotected copies.
Locking PDFs to devices
If you don’t lock PDF files to devices then they can be shared.  The only secure way to lock use to devices is by installing an application on the device.
Some browser-based systems say they lock PDFs to devices, but this ‘protection’ is implemented using cookies, which can be copied using a cookie manager and used on other devices.
Watermarks
Watermarking PDF documents is another common protection method.  Many publishers want their customers to be able to make printed copies, but they also recognize that converting a good printed copy of a book into a PDF is trivial.  Watermarking helps with this by identifying the purchaser, to help discourage purchased copies from being shared.  This is often called “Social DRM”.







Watermarks in DRM combined with other controls to stop copying can be effective as long as they cannot be easily removed by a PDF editor application.
Expiry & revocation
Being able to expire PDFs after a certain time period or instantly revoke them, is key feature of many PDF DRM systems.  Be aware however that some solutions use JavaScript to enforce expiry, and users can simply disable JavaScript to bypass the expiry controls.
Another popular way to provide expiry of PDFs is by sharing a PDF as a link.  However, this provides ineffective security since only access to the link expires and not the actual document.
Blocking screenshots & printing to PDF files
An easy way for users to make high quality copies of documents is to use screen grabbing tools (Windows snipping tool, etc.), or print directly to PDF (if printing is allowed).  Despite various claims, no online PDF DRM / web-browser system can prevent this because they can only enforce actions in the browser environment.
Tracking PDF use
If users can share protected PDF files (i.e. password protected PDFs) or login information to an online PDF DRM system, then you have no idea who you are actually tracking.  If you can lock a PDF to a physical device then you have more certainty that you are tracking the correct person.
Preventing downloads
Cloud-based DRM systems enable you to prevent PDF downloads.  This is because online PDF DRM solutions either provide no security for downloadable files or weak security in the form of password protection and/or JavaScript.  An effective DRM solution for PDF files will provide full protection over access and use regardless of whether files are viewable in the browser or viewed in an app on a device.
DRM & collaboration controls
The controls surrounding assembly, filling in forms, comment authoring, signing, and templates are features that Adobe included in its products for collaboration purposes.  A major issue with collaboration however is controlling content use since if a user can edit a PDF then they can also copy content.  While browser based systems have proved popular for document collaboration, they are not very secure – see Adobe Cloud Security and Google Docs security as examples.







So, there you have it.  PDF digital rights management controls represent a well-thought-out series of restrictions and controls to protect sensitive information and intellectual property from unauthorized access and misuse.







  



   Who uses PDF DRM protection?







PDF Rights Management is useful to any organization that is trying to control the distribution of its documents.  An obvious use case is when you’re a publisher selling an ebook – you want to ensure that only those who have legitimately purchased a copy can read your content.  However, there are a variety of other organizations that DRM can help.
Here are just a few:
	Enterprises:  Every enterprise has confidential information that is not for public consumption.  This could be board meeting minutes, financial reports, building plans, etc.  DRM allows them to securely share documents both internally and externally without worrying about an unauthorized party being able to access and share them.
	Libraries:  Most libraries lend ebooks as well as physical books.  However, enforcing that lending is difficult.  PDF rights management controls let them make an ebook inaccessible after a certain date while preventing other content extraction by copy/pasting, screengrabbing, printing, etc.
	Musicians:  Musicians and composers often sell their sheet music as an additional revenue stream.  Digital Rights Management controls help to prevent large-scale copying and sharing.
	Governments:  Governments process and create a wealth of classified information.  A DRM solution lets them easily manage who can access a document and implement different controls depending on the classification.  They can also make documents expire after a period of time or expire them instantly if required.
	Healthcare:  As well as patient info, the healthcare industry must protect patents and research data.  DRM solutions prevent that information from leaking by ensuring that it can’t be accessed outside of the premises and that the encrypted document is useless to anybody without access.







  



   DRM on PDF: Is Digital Rights Management effective?







It is important to understand the difference between providing PDF rights management controls and them being effective.
PDF DRM & password protection
In many instances, PDF rights management controls have been so poorly implemented (see PDF password protection) that they are completely useless.  Many websites offer tools dedicated to the cracking of the Adobe implementation – both removal of the open password and the permissions.
PDF DRM plugins
Some PDF DRM companies have gone down the route of PDF plugins, but these can be overridden by other plugins and often fail to operate when Adobe Acrobat or PDF Reader is updated.  See PDF Security Issues, Flaws and Cracks for articles relating to these attacks.
PDF DRM in a web browser
Others, like secure data rooms, provide PDF DRM as a service in a web browser, relying on passwords and JavaScript for protection.  However both technologies provide poor security that can be easily circumvented:
	login information can be shared (even if 2FA is enabled)
	JavaScript can be edited in the browser to bypass or remove protection or users can install plugins to bypass restrictions.  See Google Docs security as an example.
	screen grabbing tools can take screenshots
	users can print to PDF files (if printing is allowed)
	tracking is useless since you are only tracking login credentials – multiple users can use a VPN to login with the same IP address

In addition, these solutions require you to upload unprotected files to servers outside of your control where they could be easily compromised.
PDF DRM software apps
The most secure way to implement PDF DRM is by using installed apps since you have full control over the environment.
Locklizard have produced software for creating PDF DRM files on the desktop, along with dedicated secure PDF Viewers to open DRM protected PDF files.  Our PDF DRM software ensures that your unprotected PDFs never leave your system and that DRM restrictions can be effectively enforced.  Other advantages of installed viewers are:
	they are not exposed to vulnerabilities in other applications
	you can lock PDF files to devices so they cannot be shared
	you can control operating system behavior such as preventing screenshots and printing to PDF
	tracking is more accurate since you are tracking document use for an authorized device







  



   FAQs





Is Adobe PDF digital rights management software effective?
No.  Adobe DRM or ADEPT DRM is inherently flawed.  It uses passwords, which can just be shared along with the document to grant access to anybody the user wants.  Additionally, controls or permissions to stop printing, editing, etc. are easily removed or bypassed due to flaws in the Adobe Security handler.
Can PDF DRM be used for ebooks?
Yes.  There are some downsides to distributing, such as a lack of reflowability based on screen size, but this is balanced out by effective DRM and the ability to preserve the content’s original layout and design.
How does PDF DRM differ from PDF permissions or restrictions?
Password based PDF permissions or restrictions provide no protection against edting, copying, and sharing of content since they can be instantly removed using free software.  Some PDF Readers ignore them completely.
PDF DRM on the other hand provides persistent protection against edting, copying, and sharing of content and enforces those controls in a secure reader or viewer.  DRM restrictions that don’t rely on passwords or JavaScript cannot be readily removed since there is no easy way to attack the system.
Does free PDF digital rights management software work?
It’s very unlikely to.  As it stands, free digital rights management software uses one of two techniques: Adobe permissions or converting the content to images.  The Adobe permissions system is flawed and easily removed by online tools, and image-based PDFs can just be run through an OCR recognition tool and copied/edited as normal. Neither stops unauthorized distribution anyway, as the user can just share the PDF or share it along with its password if it has one.
What is a DRM protected PDF?
A DRM protected PDF file is one that has been encrypted and has DRM restrictions added to it to control who can access it and how it can be used by authorized users.
How do you build a digital rights manager for PDF files?
You need the following:
	A software application to encrypt PDF files and add DRM restrictions.
	A licensing system or DRM server to manage users, license keys, access rights, permissions and decryption keys.
	A standalone viewer app, or a plugin to an existing PDF reader app, or a web browser, to view DRM protected PDF files.

PDF DRM solutions that use a licensing server can provide transparent key management and enable PDF security settings to be changed after distribution.
How do you open a PDF with DRM protection?
To open a DRM protected PDF file you need a license and/or decryption key.  A PDF Reader app is required to process the license and/or key and decrypt the DRM protected PDF.
Does Adobe Digital Editions provide DRM for PDF files?
Yes, but the protection is ineffective since it can be easily removed using software such as Epubor.  See Adobe Digital Editions security issues.
What is the best PDF DRM software?
The best PDF DRM software is one that does not use passwords, DRM plug-ins, or JavaScript for protection.  This is because all of these protection measures can be easily bypassed or removed.  PDF DRM protection systems that use a web browser for viewing protected documents use both passwords and JavaScript – so they should only be used for the sharing of non-confidential or non-sensitive PDFs.







  



   Download the best PDF DRM software






Download PDF DRM software that uses US Government strength encryption and does not rely on pdf password protection, JavaScript or plugins for security.
Stop copying, printing, editing, and distribution of your PDF documents.  Instantly revoke and expire PDF documents.  Lock use to devices and locations.
Safeguard PDF Security and Enterprise PDF Security ensure complete security with digital rights management controls.  Document rights management to secure PDF documents and files without compromise.
See how our DRM Technology uses encryption, DRM controls, licensing, and proprietary security mechanisms to protect PDF documents from unauthorized use and misuse.







Customer Testimonials

	


We needed to deliver e-book versions of our handbooks while not compromising on security and digital rights.   Safeguard PDF security is easy to use and intuitive.

The implementation was painless and we now have a greener, more secure way of distributing training manuals.






	


Locklizard’s PDF protection is exactly as described – the features are highly effective and I would give it 5 stars. 

I would recommend Locklizard to others - their security is simple to use and fit for purpose.   It meets common needs of businesses who have information they want to protect.






	


We would be happy to recommend Locklizard to any company needing a flexible way to secure PDF files.



Safeguard PDF Security has provided us with a very workable solution for  sharing of information in a secure fashion.  The support has been excellent and very accommodating.






	


We can cut accounts for a user five minutes before his class starts and he is ready to go. Happy smiling customer, while we still have security and personalized watermarking.



I have immense respect for the product and Locklizard provide great customer satisfaction and service.






	


We would recommend Safeguard to other companies for its security, cost and ease of use. It does what we expected it to do and more.



Ease of use is a bonus and the implementation was very easy.   The product manual is excellent and Locklizard staff are very accommodating.






	


We sell a highly valued educational product in an open and competitive market so it was important to ensure we had effective security to protect our digital rights.



We highly recommend Locklizard - a professional company with a competitive and professional PDF Security product.






	


We would absolutely recommend both Locklizard as a company, and Safeguard PDF Security.  It has transformed our study materials to the next level.



Not only did this increase sales, but we also believe that it has increased our customers’ ability to learn, which is even more important!






	


We would recommend Locklizard Safeguard to other companies that need to protect PDF reports.  Customers have found the process of accessing the protected documents to be seamless.



Implementation was easy and technical support has been very responsive to requests for help.






	


Our company would without reservation recommend Locklizard.  Their document DRM software opens up delivery of our new products in a timely fashion while knowing that the content will remain secure.



The return on investment to our company has been immediately evident.






	


We use Safeguard to make sure that documents cannot be opened outside our local network or from a unauthorized computer in order to copy or print the documents.



It is the most feature rich, affordable, & simple to use PDF security product on the market.






	


Safeguard PDF Security is simple to administer and meets our needs, consistently delivering secured manuals to our customers with ease.



Return on investment has been elimination of many man hours, printing resources and postage – it is estimated that costs decreased by 50% or more.






	


We would really recommend Safeguard PDF Security to every publishing company for managing ePubs or e-books securely.  It is easy to secure PDF files and simple to distribute them to our authorized customers only.



Locklizard also provides a good customer support experience.






	


The ROI for us is incalculable.  We have the security of knowing that our proprietary documents are secure.  This is the entire value of our company.



I would most certainly recommend your PDF security product and already have.  The ease of implementation was surprising.






	


We can now sell our manuals without the need to print them first, saving time, money and helping safeguard the environment.



We would recommend Safeguard PDF DRM – it is the perfect solution to sell and send e-documents securely whilst making sure someone cannot copy them.






	


We would recommend Locklizard to other companies without hesitation.



Their PDF DRM products provide a manageable, cost effective way to protect intellectual investment and they are always looking for ways to improve them.   Moreover, their staff provide an excellent level of support.




























Try Safeguard today
Start protecting your PDF files and documents from sharing & piracy
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